
Promote critical thinking 
and problem solving while 

students collaborate to 
solve a challenge.

Brown Bag 
Art Challenge
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Divide students into groups of 4 or more.

Each group gets one brown bag with a challenge inside. It is okay to give the same challenge to different 
groups because it makes the outcome very interesting to see how different groups solved the same 
problem. 

Supplies should be set out in one gathering area. Let students decide what supplies they need and get 
what is appropriate to solve their challenge. Don’t decide FOR them what they need! 

Give students at least 30 minutes, if not longer to work through the problem solving process. They will 
need to read the challenge, discuss as a group how they plan on solving it, select the supplies they need 
and then construct it. Give them time to work though this process! 

Students have to figure out how to work together--don’t solve anything for them. If they get stuck simply 
redirect them to their group and reassure them that they can figure it out! 

Overview & Objective
Students will work together in small groups
 to solve a challenge using a variety of supplies and materials

Background
Talk to students about what problem solving is and what teamwork and collaboration look like.

Materials 
(put supplies out on a large table for students to pick from)
Brown lunch bags!  
Scissors
Variety of construction paper
Markers
Glue 
Tape
Rulers
Crayons
Markers
Pencils
Art challenges printed on strips of paper

Steps

As groups finish have them fill out the reflection sheet. 

When all groups are finished, let each group share their challenge and solution with the rest of the class. 

Summary and closure

 Lesson
 Plan
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The 
challenges 

Challenge #1: Using the supplies of your choice, make the longest 
line possible.

Challenge #2: Using the supplies of your choice, create the tallest 
standing tower. The tower has to be able to stand on it’s own.

Challenge #3: Using the supplies of your choice, create the strongest 
bridge. Test it with things around the room to be sure it is strong.

Challenge #4: Using the supplies of your choice, design a house that 
has 5 windows and 3 doors. The windows and doors must be able to 
open and shut.
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Creating the longest line

Creating 

a bridge
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The longest line...
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Kids love to explain their work...

The strongest bridge...
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...and stairs!
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standing tower

A house with 
windows and 

doors
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Dear Teacher,
I have included a set of challenges 

in color and black and white so you 

can decide which printing option is 

best for you.  In each set, I have 

two of the same challenge (to 

optimize printing) and included a 

blank page for you in case you’d 

like to create your own challenges 

or add to the ones I have provided. 

The reflection sheet and bag labels 

are also included in this section.

~ Jenny K.
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 Note to the
 Teacher
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Your Challenge...

Using the supplies of 
your choice, make the 
longest line possible.

Using the supplies of 
your choice, make the 
longest line possible.
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Using the supplies of your 
choice, create the strongest 

bridge. Test it with things 
around the room to be sure it 

is strong.

Using the supplies of your 
choice, create the strongest 

bridge. Test it with things 
around the room to be sure it 

is strong.
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Using the supplies of 
your choice, create the 
tallest standing tower. 

The tower has to be able 
to stand on it’s own.

Using the supplies of 
your choice, create the 
tallest standing tower. 

The tower has to be able 
to stand on it’s own.
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Your Challenge...

Your Challenge...
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Using the supplies of your 
choice, design a house that 
has 5 windows and 3 doors. 

The windows and doors must 
be able to open and shut.

Using the supplies of your 
choice, design a house that 
has 5 windows and 3 doors. 

The windows and doors must 
be able to open and shut.
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Brown Bag 
Art Challenge

Brown Bag 
Art Challenge
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Brown Bag 
Art Challenge

Brown Bag 
Art Challenge
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When you are finished with your challenge answer the questions below.

1. Who were the members of your group?

2. What was your challenge?

3. How did you solve your challenge? 

4. Did you think your solution worked well? 

5. Do you think your team worked well together?  

6. Did you have any problems that you weren’t able to solve? 
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Your Challenge...

Using the supplies of 
your choice, make the 
longest line possible.

Your Challenge...

Using the supplies of 
your choice, make the 
longest line possible.

© Art with Jenny K./Jenny Knappenberger 2015. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED www.artwithjennyk.com

http://www.artwithjennyk.com
http://www.artwithjennyk.com


Using the supplies of your 
choice, create the strongest 

bridge. Test it with things 
around the room to be sure it 

is strong.

Using the supplies of your 
choice, create the strongest 

bridge. Test it with things 
around the room to be sure it 

is strong.

© Art with Jenny K./Jenny Knappenberger 2015. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED www.artwithjennyk.com

Your Challenge...

Your Challenge...

http://www.artwithjennyk.com
http://www.artwithjennyk.com


Using the supplies of 
your choice, create the 
tallest standing tower. 

The tower has to be able 
to stand on it’s own.

Using the supplies of 
your choice, create the 
tallest standing tower. 

The tower has to be able 
to stand on it’s own.
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Using the supplies of your 
choice, design a house that 
has 5 windows and 3 doors. 

The windows and doors must 
be able to open and shut.

Using the supplies of your 
choice, design a house that 
has 5 windows and 3 doors. 

The windows and doors must 
be able to open and shut.
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Your Challenge...

Your Challenge...



More creative possibilities for your students...

Collaboration Opportunities...

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cherry-Workshop
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cherry-Workshop
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-1417254
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-1417254
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Martin-Luther-King-Jr-1047984
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Martin-Luther-King-Jr-1047984
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Presidents-Day-1079064
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Presidents-Day-1079064


Be social...

BLOG

artwithjennyk@yahoo.com
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Please consider 
following me on 
TPT by clicking
“Follow Me”

Why follow me? Every time I reach a new multiple of 500 
followers I will be sending my followers (exclusively) an e-mail 
(from TPT) that will have a link in it to a FREE product. This 

product will be a new release item not yet available in my store 
and it will be FREE to all of my followers. The product will then be 

available in my store for sale. Please help me grow! 

Don’t forget you 
can earn credit 

to spend on 
your future 

purchases with 
TPT by leaving 

comments! 

Your comments 
mean a lot to 

me! 

I use your feedback to 
make my products better 
and to guide me for future 
products. So, if you like this 
product let me know and I’ll 
make more! 

If you want me to change 
something to make it better 
for you then e-mail me and 
we can discuss it! 

artwithjennyk@yahoo.com
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~ Jenny K.
www.artwithjennyk.com

www.jennyknappenberger.com

ART

The download of this product is for one license and is for personal use 
only. Nothing in this product can be used commercially as a free or paid 
product.  You can show examples of this product on your blog with credit 
back to Art with Jenny K., but you may not give out the product on your 
blog or any other online source.

Please do not resell as is, redistribute my original files, create rubber 
stamps from the images, resell as clip art, sell as digital collage sheets, or 
sell as layered templates of any kind. 

Please do not give away any of these coloring sheets for free or as a 
paid product online or elsewhere. Please do not claim the graphics as 
your own, the copyright remains with Jenny Knappenberger at all times.

You can blog about this lesson as long as credit is given back to Art 
with Jenny K.

The purchase of this product does allow a teacher (or the buyer) to 
use this product year after year for personal classroom use, for 
example in the classroom with their students. Or by parents with 
homeschooled children, etc.

I am a teacher, just like you, please respect
my terms of use.

Terms 
of use 

Art with Jenny K.
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