
What is The Selective Service System? 

The Selective Service System is an 
independent agency within the Executive 
Branch of the Federal Government. The 
Director of Selective Service is appointed 
by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. Selective Service is not a part of 
the Department of Defense. 

The Federal law under which the agency 
operates is the Military Selective Service 
Act. Under this law, the mission of the 
Selective Service System is to provide the 
numbers of men needed by the Armed 
Forces, within the time required, should 
Congress and the President decide to 
return to a draft, in the event of a national 
emergency.  

What is Selective Service Registration? 

Registration is the process of providing 
the Selective Service System with 
personal information, such as name, 
address, date of birth, Social Security 
Account Number and other related 

information. It is a civic and legal responsibility. Even though, no one is currently being 
drafted, men are required to register with Selective Service as soon as they reach age 
18. 

Registering with Selective Service does not mean that you are joining the military. 

Registration provides our country with a means to develop and maintain an accurate 
list of names and addresses of men who might be called upon if a return to the draft is 
authorized. 

Failure to register or otherwise comply with the Military Selective Service Act is upon 
conviction, punishable by a fine of up to $250,000, imprisonment for up to five years, or 
both. In addition, federal and certain state laws require registration as a prerequisite for 
obtaining student financial aid, job training, government employment, and U.S. 
naturalization. 

 



WHO MUST REGISTER CHART? 

With only a few exceptions, the registration requirement applies to all male U.S. citizens and male 
aliens residing in the United States who are 18 through 25 years of age. 

Category YES NO 

All male U.S. citizens born after December 31, 1959, who are 18 but not yet 26 years old, except 
as noted below: X   

Military Related     

Members of the Armed Forces on active duty (active duty for training does not constitute “active 
duty” for registration purposes)   X* 

Cadets and Midshipmen at Service Academies or Coast Guard Academy   X* 

Cadets at the Merchant Marine Academy X   

Students in Officer Procurement Programs at the Citadel, North Georgia College and State 
University, Norwich University, Virginia Military Institute, Texas A&M University, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University 

  X* 

National Guardsmen and Reservists not on active duty X   

Delayed Entry Program enlistees X   

ROTC Students X   

Separatees from Active Military Service, separated for any reason before age 26 X*   

Men rejected for enlistment for any reason before age 26 X   

Civil Air Patrol members X   

Aliens**     

Lawful non-immigrants on visas (e.g., diplomatic and consular personnel and families, foreign 
students, tourists with unexpired Form I-94, or Border Crossing Document DSP-150)   X 

Permanent resident aliens (USCIS Form I-551) X   

Special agricultural workers X   

Seasonal agricultural workers (H-2A Visa)   X 

Refugee, parolee, and asylee aliens X   

Undocumented (illegal) aliens X   

Dual national U.S. citizens X   

Confined     

Incarcerated, or hospitalized or institutionalized for medical reasons   X* 

Handicapped physically or mentally     

Able to function in public with or without assistance X   

Continually confined to a residence, hospital, or institution   X 

*Must register within 30 days of release ucivicnless already age 26. 


